UFE SKETCH OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASLDEVAN NAMBUDfRl

the Srikrishna temple, Guruvayur, an elderly bhakta asked him
certain doubts regarding two slokas of Bhagavata.* Instanta-
neously flowed out Vazhakunnam's reply, elaborate and surpris-
ing, and this incidentally became the initial point of his enlightening
lifelong ray of Bhagavata preaching. Tattayoor Unni Nambudiripad
one of the direct desciples of Vazhakunnam, has mentioned about
this incident.23 Taccappilli Govindamenon identifies this elderly
bhakta to be Nesseri Narrfbudiripad who persuaded Vazhakunnam
to do his maiden speech on Bhagavata24

The audience who were immersed in the nectar of bhakti,
congratulating Vazhakunnam's powerful style of speech, requested
him to continue his Bhagavata exposition. Guruvayur Koottampala
was for the first time opened for Bhagavata preaching.
Vazhakunnam's talk took place exactly from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
everyday.25 The number of audience increased day by day. K.P.
Narayana Pisharoti, while he was a little boy about seventy years
ago, had attended Vazhakunnam's talk at Guruvayur Koottampala.
The sweet and touching words of Vazhakunnam had made his
eyes wet - he remembers, "That Bhaktasiromani, by drawing

*   In this thesis Bhagavata denotes Srimadbhagavatam of Vyasa.

23. Tattayoor Unni Nambudiripad, Personal diary (unpublished).

24. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit, p. 146.

25. Ibid., p. 146.
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